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Kathy’s Astrocyte on an 
AMW I315SK at Three Oaks, 
Mi. Photo by Eldred Pickett.
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Launch Schedule 
Fall 2007

Sep 29 NAPAS Club Launch Grand 
Valley ON  Pending Authorization 
Nov 24 NAPAS Club Launch Grand 
Valley ON  Pending Authorization 

October 6 - 7, 2007
(Saturday - Sunday) BRS Fall Finale 
Launch Geneseo, NY 

Three Oaks 
November 3-4, 2007
10am-5pm 
Alt: November 10-11, 2007 



We joined the line for the 1/8”  rod and soon had our pad 
numbers and headed out to rack our Snitches. After showing 
my nephews and their Dad’s how to put the rocket on the rod 
and tap the clips together to check for sparks, the clips were 
attached to the igniters and we returned to the spectator area 
to watch.

Unfortunately, when it was flight time, not a one of our birds 
took off. They needed new igniters. After changing them out, 
two of the three went. After a third try on the third rocket, we
decided to give it a rest and fly something else.

All day long, the boys, with the help of their Dads prepped 
and flew not only their own two models apiece, but just about 
the rest of the dozen or so I took as well. I saw later in a post 
on TRF (The Rocketry Forum) that “ the Miller family had the 
most flights of the day with thirteen flights” . Wow, I didn’ t 
realize the boys had flown so many!

(Continued bottom page 7…)

The weekend of June 1-3 was the NAR’s annual National 
Sport Launch at Muncie Indiana at the field of the 
International Aeromodeling Center. I had stopped by on 
Friday, mostly to know where the site was located and do 
some shopping with the vendors to leave Saturday free for 
flying. It’s a HUGE grass field!!

Saturday dawned a bit cloudy, but I reminded myself that we 
were in Indianapolis, an hour from the field, and the day’s 
weather forecast was for temps in the low 90’s and sun all 
day with a 30% chance of a thunderstorm. My brother and his 
5-year old son had also come down for the weekend to go to 
the launch along with the brother playing host and his 8-year 
old son.

After a quick breakfast we were on the road to Muncie. Upon 
arrival, we set up our canopy and unpacked the rockets then 
headed to the registration tent to register. After a quick look 
around the vendor area again and introducing my brothers 
and nephews to the few vendors I know, like Dave from Red 
Arrow and Art Upton from Boostervision, we headed back to 
our “camp”  to prep some birds.

I decided the easiest to prep and fly would be our Snitches so 
I dug out the B6-0’s I’d gotten from Dave the day before and 
we popped them into our plastic saucers. Next we headed to 
the safety check-in to show the boys and their Dad’s the 
routine. They got it down the first time.

After being okayed for our flights, we trooped over to get in 
line to await our pad assignments. The ROCI (Rocketeers of 
Central Indiana) club made this easy by having a line for each 
size rod and rail.

My First NSL Experience
By Kathy Miller
Photos by Kathy Miller
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Upper left: Julian helps Jeff rack his rocket, Upper right: Jeff’s EV-3 lifts off.
Lower left: Julian’s Warlok. Lower right:: Julian returning with his Warlok.

NAPAS at Three Oaks
All photos taken by Eldred Pickett from JMRC
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Upper left: Rick’s Extreme Paralyzer. Upper right: Rick returning with the booster.
Lower left: Rick in conference with Mark and Emily Palmer. Lower right: Kathy’s
Warlok lifts off on a Pro38 J400SS.
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Left: Len’s Zoinks! 
loaded with an 
L1115 awaiting a 
pad assignment.
Below: The 
NAPAS compound 
watching a flight.
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airport, and even draped over power lines, we still

managed to bring all our birds home.  We have the radio 
and location transmitters to thank for a lot of that - there 
are some rockets we probably would not have been able to 
find at all without the use of the club tracking system.  It�s 
probably time to put in another club order for transmitters 
- believe me, for only about $75 each, for many of us those 
transmitters have already paid for themselves many times 
over. 

Some notable flights include a couple of PML X-Calibur 
drag races between me and Lawrence, first on AT H123s, 
and then on AT G77 Redlines.  Brian�s neck-snapping 
flight on an AMW I315 sparky motor was absolutely 
awesome, and was quickly out of sight on its way to 6450 
feet.  No one on the field managed to follow it visually all 
the way down, but using the radio we easily found it 
undamaged beside the horse barn on the other side of the 
hangar.  Lawrence�s J440 flight was picture-perfect, and 
Brian�s AT G339 Warp 9 flight in his new all-fiberglass 
rocket was a very entertaining crowd-pleaser.

We all had a great time, spent too much time in the sun, 
spent too much  money at Ken Allen�s trailer, and all in all 
loved every minute of it.  Sorry the rest of you missed it.

Well, BuffRoc �07 is over, and those of us from NAPAS 
who attended had a great time.  Overall attendance was 
significantly lower than usual, but the weather was 
spectacular for three straight days, and those of us who 
were there took full advantage of it.  With the light 
turnout, the launch was held with a very casual, local club 
launch feel, which was nice. The three NAPAS members 
alone had 15 flights over the course of the weekend.  It�s 
too bad the "usual suspects" from NAPAS (including Len, 
Kathy, Jeff, Bob P., Bob Q., Julian, Jim, and so on) weren�t 
able to make it, because if we�d all turned up I think the 
Canadians on the field would have out-numbered the 
Americans.

EX day had no EX flights, unfortunately, which are 
usually a lot of fun to watch.  But now that L2�s can fly 
commercial motors on EX day, Lawrence and I got a 
number of our flights in on Friday.  Speaking of L2 and 
Lawrence, he obtained his TRA L2 certification on Friday 
morning  (congrats, Lawrence!), and by the end of the 
weekend he�d made his inaugural L2 flight in his Kid 
Canuck on an AMW J440, and a perfect flight it was.

Despite our best efforts, we were unable to lose any of our 
rockets. Landing in corn fields (in one field, the corn was 
at least 8 feet high), in bean fields, on the other side of the

BuffRoc '07
By Rick Dunseith

(photographer unknown)

(Continued from page 3)

While the boys flew small stuff, I prepped and flew my L1 
bird, Infinity, on a G80 for a nice and low flight with a close 
recovery. A bit later I flew my Woket, aka Snitch, on a 
J280SS for a crowd pleasing flight in more ways than one! It 
had it’s classic “ I can make it”  flight; unfortunately, I didn’ t
drill the delay short enough so the laundry didn’ t deploy 
early enough. However, the craft landed right-side-up, with 
the ejection charge going off a few seconds later sending the 
rocket about fifteen feet where it landed upside-down! That 
just got lots of laughs from the crowd – two flights on one 
motor! Last up was my Cool Spool on a G80-4 with the 
delay being “ just right”  for this kewl looking odd-rock.

We also had the opportunity to watch many other flights 
including the 6X upscale of the FlisKits Acme Spitfire on an 
AMW M2200SK, to which my 8-year nephew turned to his 
Dad and exclaimed: “ I want one of those!”  Despite the heat 
and breeze, we had a lot of fun.
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