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Quick  do you know who Michael Collins is?  
How about Edwin Aldrin?  Neil Armstrong?

You almost certainly know the third name, and 
likely even the second name, especially if he s 
referred to as Buzz instead of Edwin.  What about 
that first name, Michael Collins?  I m guessing 
most of you drew a blank on that one.  Yet all three 
men are equally deserving of recognition for one of 
the most wondrous of historical achievements, the 
first manned moon landing.

If I had to identify which of the three was indeed 
the most important, I would pick Michael Collins.  
He didn t get all the glory the other two did, as he 
sat orbiting the moon alone in the Apollo 11 
command module Columbia , relaying messages 
from mission control and photographing the moon.  
He waited in the command module, like a cabbie 
waiting in an idling taxi cab, for Neil and Buzz to 
finish their romp on the moon and return to the 
command module for a lift back to Earth.  

Sure, his name isn t on the tip of everyone s 
tongue these days, if it ever was.  But without 
Michael up there in orbit, Neil and "Buzz" wouldn't 
have been able to come home.  They needed him, 
and he did his job exceptionally well, all the while 
knowing that it was his colleagues who would get 
to have all the fun, and who would also get the 
lion s share of the publicity and fame afterwards.

Whenever I think about NAPAS, I think about 
Michael Collins.  I think of the volunteers in the 
club as being sort of like Michael in his vital role on 
the Apollo 11 mission.  And I think of the rest of the  
membership as being a lot like Neil and Buzz , 
enjoying their romp on the moon while knowing 
they could rely on Michael to take care of business.  

During my years on the NAPAS executive I ve 
certainly felt much more like Michael Collins than I 
have Neil or Buzz .  And I m sure the rest of the 
executive and other volunteers, past and present, 
feel  the same.  That s because there are chores 
that come with running a rocket club, necessary 
chores that most of the membership doesn t even 
know about. (By the way, the General Meetings 
are a good chance for you to find out about and 
participate in some of these behind-the-scenes 
activities although lately member turnout at the 
General Meetings has been disappointingly low.)

[continued on page 10

View from the Command Module



Rocket Limer-Ricks

Shortly after our spectacular March 2006 launch in Orangeville, I was sitting on the train commuting to 
work, enjoying the sunshine and reminiscing about the great launch we'd just had.  And as I thought 
about some of the flights, I started to (for whatever reason) put them to limericks

by Rick Dunseith

On Brian's new rocket and its in-flight CATO

His rocket sat out on the pad
The best looking rocket he had
The Sweet Asp took off
With a sputter and cough
Then it CATO'd, and we all said "Too bad"

On Bob's airstarts, which he makes look easy

Sunseeker is this rocket's name
Headin' sunward is no doubt its aim
The airstarts ignite
Expending their might
More noise! More smoke! And more flame!

On Chris' unfortunate Pro-38 CATO

Electronics Endorsement he sought
On a couple of J's he'd just bought
His first flight was fine
But it wasn't Thor's time
And the booster, now flaming, burned hot

On Jeff's re-incarnated ring-finned EV-3

The ring fin's been rebuilt and 'glassed
Jeff's determined he won't be outclassed
'Twas a mighty big K
But 'twas EV-3's day
And the rocket's new ring fin held fast

On the nuisance that hybrids seem to be

The hybrids don't seem worth the pain
The GSE, it was acting up again 
But even I must admit
That I liked it a bit
When Brian flew that FX grain

On Rick s Syonic flight on a K-550

Syonic's a well-flown rocket
And one of the biggest of LOC kits
It flew great that day
On an Aerotech K
To a landing so close Rick could walk it

On Andrew actually flying a rocket

Yes Andrew brought a rocket to fly
And he managed to fly it quite high
Big chute at the top
Meant he'd have a long walk
But in the end he decided to drive

On seeing Jonesy for the first time in ages

We hadn't seen Robert all season
(I never did ask him the reason)
Rail buttons installed
He kept us enthralled
As both of his flights were quite pleasin'

On Bob Quance's monocopter flight

The blade, it spins fast overhead
If it hit you, you'd likely be dead
It heads for the mud
And lands with a "Thud!"
"Those things are so cool! someone said

On Brian s GasPipe, now lost

It flew straight and true, and quite high
Then we lost it, and let out a sigh
It now lies with IRIS
Another we all miss
To be found by someone who walks by
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