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LDRS 2004

By Kathy Miller

| attended my first LDRS at Geneseo, NY over
July 4th weekend, arriving on Thursday afternoon.
The weather was the best | have seen for a weeklong
launch. Venders were plentiful for everything from kits
and parts to electronic gizmos and motors. The crowds
were not as large as | thought they would be, but that
may have been in part due to the lower than usual
waiver. It was cool to see a lot of clubs congregating
together under their club banners.

Friday morning, | put my 38mm Fiddle Faddle up
on an 1435 for a neck-snapping shotgun flight. | also
enjoyed doing a stint as a Rocket Inspector during the
Friday afternoon shift. | had never seen so many
unusual looking rockets! It was fun RSQOing a beautifully
crafted beer bottle and a Hershey Hug as well as many
other birds. | really enjoyed checking over the kids
models.

Part of the thrill of participating in such a large
launch was in assisting with the NAPAS club project
rocket — a 17X upscale of the 5.5” Estes Freaky Flyer
on Saturday.

| had been forewarned to expect hour long waits for
rocket inspection and a pad assignment. Neither were
painful experiences. Except for a long walk and search for
my EV-3 on Sunday morning, the longest line | waited in
was to get a hamburger! The range closed an hour early
on Sunday due to increasingly stronger winds.

I missed part of Monday’s EX flights due to having to
have some unexpected repair work on my vehicle. By the
time | returned to the launch site around noon, most of the
day’s flights had already occurred. Again, the increasing
winds closed the range early. | hung around Tuesday until
about noon, and had a chance to see a couple of Ex-
hybrids and M’s.

Overall, it was a fun, enjoyable time. Should LDRS
be held again on the East Coast, I'm sure I'll attend it
again. Even though | didn’t fly everything | took, |
enjoyed wondering around talking to other people and
just ‘hanging out’ with friends.



Freaky Flyer Launch Report

Part 2 - LDRS 23

by Jeff Mensch

Photos by Bob & Pat Quance Liftoff photos by Mark Canepa

LDRS 23 was quite the experience. Rockets of every
size and shape went up in an unending stream. We had
perfect weather with clears skies and light winds. The
experience was even better because the Freaky Flyer
X17 made its first flight.

After seven months of design, planning, and
construction the beast finally came together. Brian had
tackled the nose cone which was a 12 inch diameter, 26
inch long monstrosity made of plywood and foam. He
used a hot wire cutter on the foam to rough in the shape
and then hand sanded the rest. Some fiberglass and
several coats of paint finished the job.

Rick made the payload section, altimeter bay, and
booster airframe out of double layers of sonotube
reinforced with fiberglass. The altimeter bay had a unique
design as it contained a stuffer tube to allow the motor to
protrude through from the booster. Doubtful that we
would ever use this but it would allow an N motor to fit.
Even with the center core taken up by the motor stuffer
tube there was plenty of room for electronics.

Bob took over the altimeter bay from Rick to make the
altimeter mounting boards and install the electronics
wiring. There was a giant altimeter board with safety
shunts and arming switches for two altimeters routed to

the airframe. Everything was perfectly laid out and colour
coded. There was even a second electronics board to
house a camera or other payload electronics in the future.

Julian took over completion of the booster from Rick.
Half inch centering rings connected with 3/8” all thread
reinforced the motor tube and transferred the thrust to the
airframe. The centering rings were also connected to the
airframe with %" dowels drilled through and glued from
the outside. The two oversized fin fillets were made from
foam and then covered with a layer of epoxy. This thing
stood 40 inches tall, weighed 30 pounds, and was built
tough enough to handle any motor we dared to fly

| made the fins which were more like wings. There were
only two and they were huge with winglets on the ends.
They were made from a plywood sheet with cutouts



